HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

inference can be drawn therefrom for our purpose, it is neces-
sary to distinguish between the earlier and later influence of
the East upon Greece. The earlier belongs to those distant times,
when Greece was peopled from Asia, with its first inhabitants
and when the subsequent colonisation from Asia in the course
of the first migration of the Nations took place. Out of these
emigrations was originally formed the people, which became
known to us in historical times as Greeks, and then was first laid
the basis of a distinct character between the nations of the East
and the West. The first colonists of Greece were unques-
tionably from the East and brought with them into their new
settlements a general oriental character. Subsequently, such
a contrast was established between those who had emigrated
and those who had remained behind, that the Greeks called
the latter Barbarians. They had different customs, different
manners, different languages. The later influence took place
at the time when the Greeks already constituted themselves in-
to a people, no longer receiving into itself any foreign element.
It is this latter influence alone which concerns our enquiry;
for there can be no question of philosophy when a nation is
first formed. Nevertheless, a short examination of the
former will be useful towards enabling us to determine the
latter more exactly. Whatever these wanderers brought with
them from their original homes in Greece became the basis of
their language, whose affinity with the Eastern tongue is
distinctly traceable. From the same source, they derived the
principles of arts necessary to life; and whatever can be
pointed out in their institutions and mythology as bearing
an Oriental cast was doubtless acquired by the Greeks in this
early period of their national existence. This is the probable
extent of all that the primitive settlers and subsequent
colonists imported into Greece from their eastern homes. But
the principal points for our present purpose are religious
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